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Welcome to St. Thomas’! 

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

We come together as the new week dawns to worship God, meet in fellowship,  
and gather strength and hope for our work in the world. 

 

 For your convenience and use, the Book of Common Prayer is the red book in your pew racks,  
 the Hymnal is the blue book, and Wonder Love and Praise is the green book. 

 
 
 

Prelude  Chorale Preludes on “Liebster Jesu” Johann Walther and Piet Post 
  

 
The Entrance Hymn  “God Himself is With Us” TYSK 
Blue Hymnal 475   
 
Celebrant Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.   
 

The Celebrant and People together say 
 
 

The Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise “Gloria”   
Blue Hymnal S280   
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the 
supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The Lord speaks to us in scripture and preaching. We respond proclaiming our belief, praying for the 

world, and greeting one another in His Name. 
 

 

 
A Reading from Deuteronomy  Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 

 
Moses said: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; 
you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day 
of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this 
great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will raise 
up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words 
that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks 
in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded 
the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 111 

 
1 Hallelujah! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my /whole heart, * 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congre/gation. 

2 Great are the deeds of the /LORD! * 
they are studied by all who de/light in them. 

3 His work is full of majesty and /splendor, * 
and his righteousness endures for /ever. 

4 He makes his marvelous works to be re/membered; * 
the LORD is gracious and full of com/passion. 

5 He gives food to those who /fear him; * 
he is ever mindful of his/ covenant. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his /works * 
in giving them the lands of the /nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and/ justice; * 
all his commandments are/ sure. 

8 They stand fast for ever and /ever, * 
because they are done in truth and /equity. 
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9 He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant for/ ever; * 
holy and awesome is his /Name. 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of /wisdom; * 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 

his praise endures for /ever. 

 
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians   1 Corinthians 8: 1-13 
 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs 
up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary 
knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. Hence, as to the eating of food offered to 
idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, 
even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and 
many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. It is not everyone, 
however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they 
still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 
“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 
But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if 
others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their 
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge 
those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of 
your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is 
a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
The Gospel Acclamation “Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word” LIEBSTER JESU 
Blue Hymnal 440 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark Mark 1: 21-28 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
 
Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and 
taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the 
Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean 
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they 
kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon   The Rev. Anne Hartley 
 

The Nicene Creed  BCP p. 358 
 
The Prayers of the People   
Please stand or kneel. 
 
As the people gathered in Capernaum to hear Jesus’ words, so too have we come together to hear 
God’s word. Let us boldly offer our prayers to God, saying: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the world in which we live and to which we are called, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the nations of the world, and for world peace. We pray especially for Joe, our President; Ron, our 
Governor; Ken, our Mayor and all those in civic authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the church of Christ, zealous in mission and compassionate in service. We pray especially for Justin, 
Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Douglas, our Bishop; Ryan and Anne, our 
Priests; Martha, our Deacon; and David, our Postulant and Canterbury Chaplain.  Let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this congregation and for our hearing the word, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who labor in the world and in the church and for those who hold the care of your creation 
dear.  We pray for hands, hearts, and minds at Benison Farm, that in a season of growth this holy place 
may flourish becoming a life-giving resource in this beloved community, our home. Lord, hear our 
prayer. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who are sick, especially those on our Parish prayer list, for those who care for them, and those 
we now name……………………Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the peace of Christ, especially (______________),  and for all the departed. In 
your mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the homeless and for the refugees, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Celebrant 

O God, we commend to your care all for whom we pray, in the confidence that your love for them is 
greater than anything we can know or imagine. Hear us, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Confession of Sin and Absolution    
Please kneel. 
 

Deacon The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
 sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. Let us confess our sins. 
 
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 
All stand. 

Celebrant  Christ is our peace. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.  The old has passed 
away: behold, everything has become new. The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you.   
 

The Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Community Announcements and Welcome of Visitors 
Please be seated.  

THE LITURGY OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
To sustain us until he comes for the final time 

the Lord comes to us now in His sacrifice banquet and we receive Him 
 

The Offertory                 “Give Thanks to God” Trad. Botswanan, arr. Alan Bullard 
Choir, Everett Jennings, percussion 
 

Please stand. 
The Presentation Hymn “What Star is This” PUER NOBIS 
Blue Hymnal 124  St. 5 

To God the Father, heavenly Light, 
to Christ, revealed in earthly night, 

to God the Holy Ghost we raise 
our equal and unceasing praise. 

† The Great Thanksgiving † 

Eucharistic Prayer A  BCP p. 361 
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Sanctus  “Holy, Holy, Holy” Ronald Arnatt 
Green Hymnal 859 

 
After the Sanctus, the people remain standing or kneel. 
The Lord’s Prayer  BCP p. 364 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept.   

 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

Fraction Anthem “My Flesh is Food Indeed” Ray W. Urwin 

Blue Hymnal S169  
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All baptized persons regardless of denomination are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
If you desire a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. Gluten-free host is available. 

As part of our life together at St. Thomas’ Church, we continue a ministry practiced by our Lord Jesus Christ – the laying 
on of hands and anointing with oil. If you wish additional prayer for any reason, please gather around the Baptismal font 

after you receive Holy Communion. We welcome you to participate in  this life-enriching ministry. 

 
Communion Motet “Ave Verum” Edward Elgar 
Choir 
 
Communion Hymn “I Come With Joy” LAND OF REST 
Blue Hymnal 304 
 
The Post-communion Prayer  BCP p. 366 
Please stand or kneel. Celebrant and People together say, 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
THE SENDING OUT OF THE LORD’S PEOPLE 

We go out into the world having received the Body and Blood of Christ. As our time of worship ends, 
our time of service begins. 

 The Epiphany Blessing 
 

Celebrant May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, 
the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord.  

People Amen. 

Celebrant May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism in the 
Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new birth. 

People    Amen. 

Celebrant May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 

People Amen. 

Celebrant And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever. 

People Amen. 
 
Processional Hymn         “Christ for the World we Sing” MOSCOW 
Blue Hymnal 537   
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The Dismissal  
 
Deacon Led on by the light of Christ, now made manifest to the world, let us go forth into the 

world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People   Thanks be to God.   

 

Postlude  “Fugue in C Major” Dietrich Buxtehude  
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Community Announcements 
 

FACEBOOK LIVE SERVICES  
Holy Eucharist, Sunday, 10 am 

 

WOW, WOMEN OF THE WORD 
Thursdays at 9:15 am in the Founder’s Room 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Wednesday’s at 7:30 am in the Founder’s Room. 

 

EVENING EUCHARIST SERVICE 
Wednesdays at 5:15 pm  

 

SUPPER, SONG, AND PRAYER  
Wednesday at 6:00 pm  

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Dona, Geoff, Sharon Joanne, Tara, Anne, Ed, Yvonne, Howard, Marcia, Ann, Jean, Jan, Pat, David, 
Billy, Carolyn, Brenda, Marissa, Katrina, Joe, Cindy, John, Sharon, Joey, Mike, Nancy, Anne, Donna, 
Michael, Tricia, Joyce, Susan, Charlie, Don, Robert, Estelle, Doug, Matthias, Jennifer, Matthew, 
Andrea, Chris, Barbara, Lily, Jane, Logan, Kathy, Mary, Diane, and Kay. 
 

JOIN THE CHOIR 
If you are interested in singing in the choir, please contact Ruth Cobb at 727-896-9641 ext. 104 or 

rcobb@stthomasstpete.org 

 

TODAY IS THE ANNUAL MEETING  

Please join us following the 10am service for our Annual Meeting and pot luck lunch! 

 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY 
On February 10th and 11th Dr. Ken Hoglund from Wake Forest University will be with us to speak on 
the intersection of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam in the city of Jerusalem. Dr. Hoglund will also 
touch on the current conflict. This is a part of our year learning about Jerusalem in preparation for 
our pilgrimage in March 2025, fingers crossed! Saturday, February 10th lecture in the Parish Hall at 
10am, and Dr. Hoglund will be preaching on the 11th!  

 

FAMILIES AND CHILDREN 
Please enter through the glass outside door through the nursery after 7:30am. Nursery workers will 
let you in. Truthseekers class is at 9am in the Founder’s Room (grades 6-12). Feasting on the Word 
and First Communion class is in the library at 10am. Spring 2024 youth activity schedules are on the 
Welcome table, in the Draft, and on the website.  
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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES 

Spoken Holy Eucharist, Rite II - 8:00 am 
Choral Holy Eucharist, Rite II - 10:00 am 

 

WEDNESDAY CHAPEL EUCHARIST 
Wednesday, 5:15 pm 

 

MORNING PRAYER 
Monday – Thursday, Chapel 9:00 am 

 

OUR MISSION 
Making a difference for others, because God is making a difference for us. 

 

OUR VISION 
To create a safe, loving, and accepting place for all people to grow in their faith 

and spread love out into the beloved community. 
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ST. THOMAS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

1200 Snell Isle Blvd. 
St. Petersburg, FL, 33704 

 

The Rev. Ryan R. Whitley, Rector 

 
Thanks to those who are helping today … 
 
Acolytes: David Gould, Jace Viera, Luke 
Evanoff 
Altar Guild: Susan McMullen, Joanna Ritch 
Camera Operator: Stuart Hine 
Coffee Host: Laura Reitan 
Flower Guild: Elizabeth Alison, Pam Holley 
Healing: Joan and Bill Barns 
Eucharistic Minister: Liz Stiles 

Lector 10am: Mary Ellen Shevlin, Kay Mahoney  
Musicians: Chancel Choir 
Oblations:  Anne and Jim Elstun 
Prayers of the People: Elise Whitley 
Ushers: Tom Brady, Chris Finch 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Telephone:  727-896-9641 
Rector’s Cell Phone:  727-685-9224 
Email:  graces@stthomasstpete.org 
Website:  www.stthomasstpete.org  
Facebook: comeseestthomas 

The Rev. Anne Hartley, Curate 
The Rev. Martha Goodwill, Deacon 

Ruth Cobb, Interim Organist/Choir Director  
Joe Master, Director of Finance 

Grace Smith, Director of Communications 
Jon Ward, Sexton 

 
 

Vestry Members 
Class of 2023 

Russ Ball 
Michelle Jennings 

Ann Leavine, Treasurer 
 

Class of 2024 
Bill Barns, Secretary 

Pam Holley 
Mary Jane Park, Sr. Warden 

 
Class of 2025 
Mary Clark 

Wade Hamby 
 

Please scan to donate in support of St Thomas.  Choose 
"Non-Pledge Income" from the drop down menu.  You 
may hit "Continue" if you prefer not to sign in.   

 

 


