
St. Thomas’ 2024 

Summer Book Club 
 

 
Join your fellow St. Thomas’ Parishioners in reading one of these 

recommended books over the summer. Then, at Supper, Song, and 
Prayer on August 21, sit with others who read the same book as you and 

enjoy table book discussion!  
 

  
Non-Fiction – THE WAGER: A TALE OF SHIPWRECK, MUTINY, 
AND MURDER 
by David Grann 
On January 28, 1742, a ramshackle vessel of patched-together wood 
and cloth washed up on the coast of Brazil. Inside were thirty 
emaciated men, barely alive, and they had an extraordinary tale to 
tell. They were survivors of His Majesty’s Ship the Wager, a British 
vessel that had left England in 1740 on a secret mission during an 
imperial war with Spain. While the Wager had been chasing a 
Spanish treasure-filled galleon known as “the prize of all the 
oceans,” it had wrecked on a desolate island off the coast of 
Patagonia. The men, after being marooned for months and facing 
starvation, built the flimsy craft and sailed for more than a hundred 
days, traversing 2500 miles of storm-wracked seas. They were 

greeted as heroes.  
 
But then ... six months later, another, even more decrepit craft landed on the coast of 
Chile. This boat contained just three castaways, and they had a very different story to 
tell. The thirty sailors who landed in Brazil were not heroes – they were mutineers. 

 
 
Romance – LOVE, THEORETICALLY 

by Ali Hazelwood 
The many lives of theoretical physicist Elsie Hannaway have finally 
caught up with her. By day, she’s an adjunct professor, toiling away 
at grading labs and teaching thermodynamics in the hopes of 
landing tenure. By other day, Elsie makes up for her non-existent 
paycheck by offering her services as a fake girlfriend, tapping into 
her expertly honed people-pleasing skills to embody whichever 
version of herself the client needs. Honestly, it’s a pretty sweet gig—
until her carefully constructed Elsie-verse comes crashing down.  
 
Because Jack Smith, the annoyingly attractive and arrogant older 
brother of her favorite client, turns out to be the cold-hearted 
experimental physicist who ruined her mentor’s career and 

undermined the reputation of theorists everywhere. And he’s the same Jack Smith who 
rules over the physics department at MIT, standing right between Elsie and her dream 
job. Elsie is prepared for an all-out war of scholarly sabotage but…those long, 
penetrating looks? Not having to be anything other than her true self when she’s with 
him? Will falling into an experimentalist’s orbit finally tempt her to put her most 
guarded theories on love into practice? 



 Mystery/Crime – WHEN THESE MOUNTAINS BURN 

by David Joy 
 
When his addict son gets in deep with his dealer, it takes 
everything Raymond Mathis has to bail him out of trouble one last 
time. Frustrated by the slow pace and limitations of the law, 
Raymond decides to take matters into his own hands. After a 
workplace accident left him out of a job and in pain, Denny Rattler 
has spent years chasing his next high. He supports his habit 
through careful theft, following strict rules that keep him under the 
radar and out of jail. But when faced with opportunities too easy to 
resist, Denny makes two choices that change everything.  
 
For months, the DEA has been chasing the drug supply in the 
mountains to no avail, when a lead—just one word—sets one agent 

on a path to crack the case wide open . . . but he'll need help from the most unexpected 
quarter. As chance brings together these men from different sides of a relentless 
epidemic, each may come to find that his opportunity for redemption lies with the 
others. 

 
Sci-Fi – THE LONG WAY TO A SMALL ANGRY PLANET 

by Becky Chambers 
 

Rosemary Harper doesn’t expect much when she joins the crew of 
the aging Wayfarer. While the patched-up ship has seen better 
days, it offers her a bed, a chance to explore the far-off corners of 
the galaxy, and most importantly, some distance from her past. An 
introspective young woman who learned early to keep to herself, 
she’s never met anyone remotely like the ship’s diverse crew, 
including Sissix, the exotic reptilian pilot, chatty engineers Kizzy 
and Jenks who keep the ship running, and Ashby, their noble 
captain. 
 

Life aboard the Wayfarer is chaotic and crazy—exactly what 
Rosemary wants. It’s also about to get extremely dangerous when 
the crew is offered the job of a lifetime. In the far reaches of deep 

space, the tiny Wayfarer crew will confront a host of unexpected mishaps and thrilling 
adventures that force them to depend on each other. To survive, Rosemary’s got to 
learn how to rely on this assortment of oddballs—an experience that teaches her about 
love and trust, and that having a family isn’t necessarily the worst thing in the universe. 
 

Christian Fiction – SILENCE  

by Shûsaku Endō 
Shusaku Endo's New York Times bestselling classic novel of enduring 
faith in dangerous times, now a major motion picture directed by Martin 
Scorsese, starring Andrew Garfield, Liam Neeson, and Adam Driver.  
 

“SILENCE I regard as a masterpiece, a lucid and elegant drama." -The 
New York Review of Books 
 
Seventeenth-century Japan: Two Portuguese Jesuit priests travel to 
a country hostile to their religion, where feudal lords force the 
faithful to publicly renounce their beliefs. Eventually captured and 
forced to watch their Japanese Christian brothers lay down their 
lives for their faith, the priests bear witness to unimaginable 
cruelties that test their own beliefs. Shusaku Endo is one of the 

most celebrated and well-known Japanese fiction writers of the twentieth century, and 
Silence is widely considered to be his great masterpiece. 



 
 

Young Readers – THE SCHOOL FOR INVISIBLE BOYS 

by Shaun David Hutchinson 
 
Sixth grade takes a turn for the weird when Hector Griggs 
discovers he has the ability to turn invisible. Sure, ever since 
Hector’s former best friend Blake started bullying him, he’s 
been feeling like he just wants to disappear…but he never 
thought he actually would. And then, Hector meets another 
invisible boy, Orson Wellington, who has an ominous warning: 
“I’m stuck here. Stuck like this. It’s been years. The gelim’s 
hunting me and it’ll get you, too.”  
 
It turns out, there is more than meets the eye at St. Lawrence’s 
Catholic School for Boys, and if Hector is going to save Orson--
and himself—from the terrifying creature preying on students’ 

loneliness and fear, he’ll need to look deeper. With the help of a mysterious new 
classmate, Sam, can Hector unravel the mysteries haunting his school, and discover that 
sometimes it takes disappearing to really be seen?  


